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Jody Benda, AT, Secretary 
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Rebekah Bower 
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Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by the Section Chair, Vincent O’Brien, at 9:40 a.m. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Action: Jody Benda moved that the May 15, 2008 meeting minutes be approved as submitted. Aaron Galpert 
seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
 
Executive Director Report
• The Executive Director reported that the athletic trainers audit ended. The Section audited 25-30 percent of 

renewing licensees.  
• The Executive Director reported that he is in the process of completing the budget for fiscal years 2010 – 2011.  
• The Joint Board draft rule language that the Board approved in May 2008 will be submitted with the budget bill. 
• The Office of Budget and Management granted permission to post the two vacant positions. The postings ended 

on July 18, 2008.  
 
Action: Vincent O’Brien moved to go into executive session to discuss personnel matters. Jody Benda seconded the 
motion. 
 
The Executive Director called roll: 
 
Aaron Galpert Yes 
Jody Benda Yes 
Paul Mille Yes 
Vincent O’Brien Yes 
Randall Wroble, MD Absent 
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The Section went into Executive Session at 9:50 am and came out at 10:05 am. No action was taken. 
 
Open Forum 
There were no items discussed. 
 
Administrative Reports 
Continuing Education 
Jody Benda reported that an athletic trainer was seeking continuing education approval for presenting an athletic 
training course to a target audience composed of athletic trainers, physical therapist assistants, and occupational 
therapy assistants. The course is one hour in duration. The continuing education course content meets the athletic 
trainers requirements for continuing education. However, the Section recommends that the individual contact the 
Ohio Physical Therapy Association to apply for approval of the course for physical therapy practitioners. 
 
Action: Jody Benda moved that the Athletic Trainers Section approve 1 application for contact hour approval and 
one event approval since the May 15, 2008. Paul Miller seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 
 
Licensure Applications 
Action: Jody Benda moved that the Athletic Trainers Section ratify, as submitted, the athletic training licenses 
issued by examination by the Ohio Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy, and Athletic Trainers Board from May 
15, 2008, through July 30, 2008 taking into account those licenses subject to discipline, surrender, or non-renewal.  
Paul Miller seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 
 
Examination Applicants
Berg, Hannah Bumgardner, Joshua Burgei, Melissa 
Carlson, Erin Ann Church, Christina Cox, Kristine 
Delmatto, Travis Donohoe, Kaitlyn Dorsey, Felicia 
Eichner, Amy Falatic, Jonathan Felippo, Antonella 
Gearhart, Anna Goldbach, Mary Gray, Mindy 
Hart, Charles Hauck, Amanda Hauptstueck, Heather 
Hegarty, Shannan Jacob, Brandilyn Kemme, Megan 
Koppes, Stephen Lane, Megan Leech, Adam 
Lopez, Kathleen Mantini, Christina May, Shawn 
McHenry, Sean Mosman, Nicole Moss, Jessica 
Mueller, Kelly Murdock, Jessica Murray, Brinkman 
Phillips, Rebecca Pollock, Kristen Reuscher, Sara 
Secrest, Mallory Sellers, Matthew Sevin, Courtney 
Sheaffer, Scott Shepherd, Jeremy Simon, Janet 
Smith, Holly Sovey, Kimberly Stein, Daniel 
Strpko, Adam Tangalakis, Kali Tepsick, Jonathan 
Weddelman, Kristi Wile, Kurt Wilson, Dionne 
 
Action: Jody Benda moved that the Athletic Trainers Section ratify, as submitted, the athletic training licenses 
issued by endorsement by the Ohio Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy, and Athletic Trainers Board from May 
15, 2008, through July 30, 2008 taking into account those licenses subject to discipline, surrender, or non-renewal.  
Paul Miller seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 
 
Endorsement Applicants 
Blazer, Ryan Brunner, Mary Fonagy, Tiffany 
Hockenberger, Kelly Hughes, Elizabeth Hunt, Tamerah 
McGrath, Sarah Newman, Paul Noll, Jennifer 
Patterson, Steven Shenberger, Stephen Sibilia, Michael 
Twining, Kemery Zaccagnini, Robert  
 
Action: Paul Miller moved that the Athletic Trainers Section ratify, as submitted, the athletic training licenses 
reinstated by the Ohio Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy, and Athletic Trainers Board from May 15, 2008, 
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through July 30, 2008 taking into account those licenses subject to discipline, surrender, or non-renewal. Jody Benda 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 
 
Reinstatement Applicants 
Boggs, Ryan Croy, Roche Fischer, Melissa 
Hover, Richard Lee, Mandi Mueller, Daniel 
Pittera, Sam Rucker, Jessica Snyder, Travis 
Vogt, Michael   
 
Assistant Attorney General Report 
Yvonne Tertel, AAG, reported that HB 285, which goes into effect on September 13, 2008, enacts section 119.14 of 
the Revised Code. The Section will review existing policies to determine how this will impact the disciplinary 
process for licensees who commit “paperwork” violations for the first time. The Section will identify procedures to 
document a first time offense to be able to effectively prosecute subsequent offenses. 
 
Case Review Liaison Report 
The Enforcement Division opened two new cases and closed nine cases since the January 10, 2008 meeting. There 
are currently twelve open cases. There are thirteen disciplinary consent agreements being monitored. 
 
Paul Miller informed the Section that Sarah Hrovatic-Underwood, Sharon Rader, Brandy Moore-Vincent, and 
Heather Davis-Schroeder complied with all terms and conditions and were released from their consent agreements. 
 
Enforcement Division Actions 
There were no actions taken. 
 
Correspondence 
1. Gregg Hutton: Mr. Hutton asked the Section for clarification on rule 4755-43-08 dealing with athletic trainers 

biennial renewal. Reply: The Athletic Trainers Section is in agreement with the response previously sent by the 
Executive Director. It is the position of the Section that it is the licensee’s professional responsibility to remain 
current with the practice of athletic training. 

2. Desiree Lopez: Ms. Lopez asked the Section questions regarding accepting continuing education activities 
earned in a previous renewal period. Reply: The Section denied Ms. Lopez’s request to use continuing 
education earned from a previous renewal period towards a future renewal period. 

3. Email Correspondent: The email correspondent asked the Section questions regarding the supervision 
requirements for an athletic trainer working under a physical therapist plan of care. Reply: The revised physical 
therapy rules have no impact on the practice of athletic training and made no significant change in the use of 
other licensed personnel in the practice of physical therapy. Within the practice of physical therapy, it is correct 
that documentation by “other licensed personnel” is restricted to an accounting of the activities provided. Such 
accounting is intended to include patient comments during those activities and a description of the patient’s 
response or ability/inability to perform specific components of the program. However, any interpretation of that 
response, assessment of a patient’s progress, and prognosis or plan revision must be documented by the physical 
therapist. In accordance with rule 4755-27-03 (D) of the Ohio Administrative Code, a physical therapist may 
choose to refer a patient to another discipline for services. This referral shall be documented by the physical 
therapist in the medical record to clearly demonstrate a referral for that service and therefore, the referral will 
not be a delegation of tasks or duties of physical therapy. If the physical therapist refers the patient to the 
athletic trainer, the athletic trainer must perform an athletic training evaluation and establish the athletic training 
plan of care. In that situation, the athletic trainer is not required to be supervised. 

4. Sean Degerstrom: Mr. Degerstrom asked the Section a question regarding the licensee selection criteria for the 
continuing education audit. Reply: Pursuant to rule 4755-45-01(F) of the Ohio Administrative Code, the 
Athletic Trainers Section conducts a random audit of continuing education records of licensees each renewal 
year. Licensees are randomly chosen by a computer. The Section audits between twenty and thirty percent of 
the licensees each renewal cycle. Licensees may be frequently audited due to the small population of athletic 
trainers licensed in the State of Ohio. Based on recent trends, the Athletic Trainers Section determined that one 
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month was a sufficient time for licensees to respond to the audit. In addition, with the new renewal cycle, 
individuals selected for the audit will now receive notification in mid-October. 

5. Chad Starkey: Mr. Starkey asked the Section to consider increasing the continuing education credit for courses 
taken through an accredited post-professional program for athletic training. Reply: It is the position of the 
Athletic Trainers Section that a waiver of 10 contact hour of continuing education can be granted for individuals 
enrolled in a post-entry level academic program approved by the Commission on Accreditation of Athletic 
Training Education (CAATE). This type of waiver would fall under rule 4755-45-02(A)(1) of the Ohio 
Administrative Code pertaining to undue hardship. Individuals that fall in this category are required to submit 
an application for a waiver of continuing education. This form can be downloaded from the Board website at 
http://otptat.ohio.gov. 

 
AT/PT Joint Correspondence 
JB 1. Todd Helser: Mr. Helser expressed his concerns with the new physical therapy delegation rule and asked 

the Athletic Trainers Section for their response these rules and the impact of athletic training. Reply: 
Pursuant to section 4755.60 (A) of the Revised Code and rule 4755-42-02 of the Administrative Code, 
athletic trainers must practice upon the referral of an individual licensed in Ohio to practice medicine and 
surgery, osteopathic medicine and surgery, podiatric medicine and surgery, chiropractic, dentistry, or 
physical therapy.  Athletic trainers may not accept referrals from physician assistants or practitioners of the 
limited branches of medicine. A referral relationship between a team physician and an athletic trainer 
should be one consisting of a protocol of care communicated between a team physician and the athletic 
trainer. This agreement should include procedures for prevention, recognition, assessment, management 
and treatment of athletic injuries. If a situation exits where a patient referred to the athletic trainer by a 
physical therapist may benefit from athletic training services, i.e. a patient’s condition is an athletic injury, 
then the physical therapist may refer that particular patient to an athletic trainer. If this procedure is 
followed, the athletic trainer must perform an injury assessment and determine the athletic training plan of 
care. Under an athletic training referral, the athletic trainer functions independently and is responsible for 
documentation. Pursuant to rule 4755-46-01 of the Administrative Code, unlicensed individuals functioning 
under the supervision of a licensed athletic trainer may perform designated routine tasks related to the 
operation of athletic training provided that the supervising athletic trainer is on-site to supervise the 
delegated tasks. The revised physical therapy rules have no impact on the practice of athletic training and 
made no significant change in the use of other licensed personnel in the practice of physical therapy. 
Within the practice of physical therapy, it is correct that documentation by “other licensed personnel” is 
restricted to an accounting of the activities provided. Such accounting is intended to include patient 
comments during those activities and a description of the patient’s response or ability/inability to perform 
specific components of the program. However, any interpretation of that response, assessment of a patient’s 
progress, and prognosis or plan revision must be documented by the physical therapist. In accordance with 
rule 4755-27-03 (D) of the Ohio Administrative Code, a physical therapist may choose to refer a patient to 
another discipline for services. This referral shall be documented by the physical therapist in the medical 
record to clearly demonstrate a referral for that service and therefore, the referral will not be a delegation of 
tasks or duties of physical therapy. 

JB 2. Kristin Petrosky: Ms. Petrosky asked the Athletic Trainers and Physical Therapy Sections if physical 
therapists, physical therapist assistants, and athletic trainers can perform joint mobilizations. Reply: There 
is nothing in the Ohio Athletic Trainers Practice Act that prohibits athletic trainers from performing joint 
mobilizations. However, the athletic trainer must demonstrate and document competency in the treatment 
being performed. Ohio law does not specifically refer to whether or not a physical therapist or physical 
therapist assistant may utilize manual therapy techniques or specific grades of mobilization. As with any 
procedure delegated to an assistant, the assistant must be able to produce evidence of appropriate training 
and demonstrate knowledge and competency in the procedure, treatment, or service that the supervising 
physical therapist delegates to the physical therapist assistant. The supervising physical therapist must also 
be able to demonstrate competency in any procedure or service which has been delegated to the physical 
therapist assistant. The supervising physical therapist may not delegate treatments, procedures, or services 
to a physical therapist assistant if the supervising physical therapist cannot demonstrate knowledge and 
competency in the procedure, even if the physical therapist assistant can demonstrate knowledge and 
competency in the procedure. The Ohio Physical Therapy Practice Act also does not specify what 
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interventions other licensed personnel may perform as components of treatment delegated by the physical 
therapist within a physical therapy plan of care. Pursuant to rule 4755-27-03 (F) of the Administrative 
Code, “Delegation of tasks related to the operation and delivery of physical therapy to other licensed 
personnel must be done in accordance with the other licensed personnel’s education and training, the level 
of competence as determined by the supervising physical therapist, and in consideration of the patient’s 
overall needs and medical status.” A physical therapist may delegate portions of treatment to other licensed 
personnel only if the treatment is within the skills or scope of practice for that individual’s license. Since 
the need for re-examination prior to treatment needs to be a clinical judgment of the physical therapist on a 
case-by-case basis and since re-examination cannot be delegated, it is the responsibility of the physical 
therapist to determine if treatments can be delegated within the parameters of our Physical Therapy Rules. 
The Physical Therapy Section would expect a physical therapist delegating any intervention to a physical 
therapist assistant or other licensed personnel to be able to provide the rationale for such delegation. While 
the Physical Therapy Section understands the position of the American Physical Therapy Association 
related to providers of manual therapy, that position has not been codified into the scope of practice in the 
Ohio Physical Therapy Practice Act. On another topic, the Physical Therapy Section is working to educate 
physical therapists and physical therapist assistants in the correct credentials to use in professional 
signatures. Since PT or PTA is the regulatory designation allowing practice, only those letters should 
immediately follow the person’s name. Other licensure credentials and academic degrees may then follow 
the regulatory credential.  For example, in the practice of Physical Therapy, a name tag or signature might 
read Jane/John Doe, PT, DPT, ATC, OCS. 

 
Impaired Practitioner Task Force Report 
There was no report given. 
 
Old Business 
Ohio Department of Education (ODE) 
Vincent O’Brien will contact Jason Montgomery with ODE to check on the status of the PAV curriculum. Jody 
Benda expressed her concerns that course content should only be basic first aid and CPR. The Section recommends 
that the program facilitators should be required to have check and balances to follow the curriculum as presented. 
 
Consumer Education 
Jody Benda presented a draft of the Athletic Trainers consumer education information for the Board’s website. The 
Section would like to emphasize the wellness attributes of athletic training services. The Section will review the 
revised content at the September 25, 2008 Section meeting. 
 
New Business 
Standard Responses 
The Section members will review the assigned standard responses to determine is revisions are needed. The 
proposed revisions will be reviewed at the September 25, 2008 section meeting. 
 
Enforcement Division Discipline Guidelines 
This discussion will is tabled until the new board members are appointed. 
 
Continuing Education Requirements for New Licensees 
Under the current rules, a licensee’s initial license may expire less than one year and there is no provision in the 
laws and rules that will waive continuing education requirements for the first renewal. The Section discussed if the 
licensee should be require to complete the full amount of the continuing education requirement at renewal. The 
Section discussed options for athletic trainers scheduled to renew on September 30, 2008. Action: Aaron Galpert 
moved to waive the continuing education requirement for licensees expiring on September 30, 2008. Paul Miller 
seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
Athletic Trainers Section Retreat 
Vincent O’Brien welcomed the Ohio Athletic Trainers Association (OATA) members to the Section Meeting. 
 
Changes to the Pupil Activity Validation (PAV) Curriculum 
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Michael Medich, OATA President, met with Jason Montgomery from the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) 
regarding changing the PAV curriculum. ODE is planning a preliminary meeting with OATA in September 2008 
and start the process for developing and implementing the changes to be rolled out for the 2009-2010 school year. 
The Section will designate a representative to participate in the PAV planning meetings that OATA will have with 
ODE. 
 
Professional Educator’s License for Athletic Trainers 
OATA originally requested ODE to approve athletic trainers for a PPSL license. ODE denied this request. As a 
result, OATA started to work with ODE regarding allowing athletic trainers to be eligible for the ODE Professional 
Educator’s License.  
 
Reimbursement for Athletic Training Services 
OATA created a taskforce in December 2007 to look at reimbursement policies. The AT Section recommended that 
the Association contact the Ohio Department of Insurance to address the billing issues.  
 
Lines of Communication between the Board and OATA 
The Athletic Trainers Section discussed the need for continuing to appoint an OATA representative to attend the 
Athletic Trainers Section meetings. Mark Doughty, OATA Internal Vice President, has been attending the Section 
meetings. This participation will allow OATA to share the association’s concerns with the Section as the Section 
discusses issued and potential changes related to the regulation of athletic training in Ohio. 
 
Over the past two years the Section presented at the OATA conference. The OATA membership is receptive to the 
Section’s presence at the association meeting. OATA reported that association members want more black and white 
answers on how athletic training should work in the profession.  
 
The Section informed the Association that the OTPTAT Board presented an educational symposium in the spring. 
This symposium is offered to athletic trainers, occupational therapy, and physical therapy practitioners. The 
presentation gives an overview of the role of the Board and then breaks off into section specific session. This 
presentation will be offered quarterly through out the State of Ohio. The next educational symposium will be offered 
in Northwest Ohio. The presentation slides are available on the Board website. 
 
OATA volunteered to send out an email notification to association members to look at the Section’s website when 
updates are available. 
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Items for the Next Meeting 
• Consumer Education 
• Standard Responses 
• Liaison assignments 
• Symposium Topics 
 
Next Meeting Date 
The next meeting date of the Athletic Trainers Section will be Thursday, September 25, 2008. 
 
Adjournment 
Paul Miller moved that the meeting be adjourned. Aaron Galpert seconded the motion. The motion carried. The 
meeting adjourned at 1:56 pm a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Diane Moore 
 
 
 

Vincent O’Brien, AT, Chairperson 
Ohio Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy, and 
Athletic Trainers Board, Athletic Trainers Section 
 

 Jody Benda, AT, Secretary 
Ohio Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy, and 
Athletic Trainers Board, Athletic Trainers Section 

 
 
 
 

  

Jeffrey M. Rosa, Executive Director 
Ohio Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy, and 
Athletic Trainers Board 
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